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VIEWPOINT

Indian National Congress
emerged as a supra-com-

munal organisation, as a com-
munity of temporal interests
and not of spiritual convic-
tions, visualised as a vibrant
common platform where Hin-
dus, Muslims, Sikhs, Chris-
tians, Parsis and others,
representing respective com-
munities, would discuss their
secular affairs.

However, soon after its in-
ception, the communal fissure
surfaced. A resolute attempt to
pass a resolution calling for
ban on cow slaughter was
made during its Madras ses-
sion in 1887 and it was
thwarted with the majority of
the delegates passing another
resolution that stated there
should be no discussion on
any subject to which either
Hindu or Muslim delegates
were unanimously or near
unanimously opposed. Re-
lieved over the ‘communal’
resolution being crushed, the
veteran Congress leader
Surendranath Banerjea ob-
served that now their Muslim

friends should not hesitate to
join their Hindu brethren.

It was an uncertain time
with the seeds of Hindu resur-
gence movement having al-
ready been sown. Five years
before Banerjea made this
conciliatory statement,
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s
Anandamath which con-
tained Vande Mataram-
which was to become the ral-
lying cry of the freedom strug-
gle- had been published. It
was again the time when a
young Narendranath Datta
was preparing to awaken
India- wallowing then in deep
slumber oblivious of its glori-
ous past- under the influence
of his spiritual mentor
Ramkrishna Paramhans.  

So, the respite the secular-
ists got was short-lived. The
amorphous Hindu national-
ism got concretised with the
emergence of the vigorous
movement based on the twin
principles of Swaraj and
Swadeshi in the aftermath of
the Colonial government’s de-
cision to partition Bengal. Led
by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala
Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal
and Aurobindo Ghosh, the
new force representing un-
compromising rejection of the
foreign rule based on the
bedrock of a robust Hindu
resurgence made a full blast
appearance and subsequently,
the Congress was divided into
two major factions-Moderates
and Radicals-marking a sig-
nificant ideological division
that ended up in its first split

during its tempestuous Surat
session held in 1907.

Let us see what happened at
Surat. The Moderate leaders
were set to foist a new consti-
tution on the Congress meant
to block the Radical bloc from
commanding majority at the
party’s annual sessions. The
younger nationalists were de-
termined to thwart the plan,
ready to break the Congress if
they could not propel it into
their ideological mould. Tilak
stood up to speak on the res-
olution he was about to table,
but he was not allowed. Tilak
being adamant to speak, an
uproar ensued.  Amidst the
melee, some Gujarati volun-
teers lifted up chairs over
Tilak’s head to beat him. In a
retaliatory gesture, a Maratha
youth hurled a shoe that came
hurtling across the pavilion
aimed at the president of the
session Rash Behari Ghose
and hit Surendranath Baner-
jea on the shoulder. The
Maratha youngsters then
charged up to the platform,
making the Moderate leaders
flee. A fight ensued on the
podium with chairs thrown
hither and thither and the ses-
sion broke up abruptly.

The long-smouldering con-
flict between the two appar-
ently incompatible ideologies
became overtly bellicose a few
months after the enforcement
of the Constitution and a few
months before the country’s
first general election. Another
major split was then staring
the Congress in the face on

the issue of then Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru’s ‘weak-
kneed’ policies towards
Pakistan and the Muslim mi-
nority left in India. Two for-
midable factions-one led by
suave Nehru and the other by
doughty Vallabhbhai Patel-
locked horns as the party was
preparing to elect its new
president. Amid the loud
squabbling with both sides re-
fusing to budge an inch from
their respective stands, Sam-
purnanand- a hardcore Patel
loyalist from Uttar Pradesh-
proposed the name of Pur-
ishottam Das Tandon as the
next Congress president, to
the chagrin of Nehru.  

There are reasons behind
Nehru’s exasperation. The re-
lation between Nehru and
Tandon-both from Alla-
habad- had been bitter. Let us
look back at history to under-
stand the backdrop. The Con-
gress Working Committee
passed a resolution accepting
the partition of India on June
12, 1947 and the same was to
be ratified on 14 June by the
All India Congress Commit-
tee. It was then that the long-
stifled emotions exploded.
Tandon was one of the most
vociferous dissenting voices
inside the Congress. He be-
seeched the AICC members
to reject the partition resolu-
tion lock, stock and barrel as
it was, in his view, tantamount
to supine surrender to the
scheming British government
and the bullying Muslim
League. He said without
mincing words that the pro-

posed vivisection on religious
lines-mooted in weakness and
despair- boded ill for both the
Hindus in Pakistan and the
Muslims in India as they
would be compelled to live in
perpetual fear.  

Some insiders revealed that
the relation between Nehru
and Tandon was so bitter that
affable Lal Bahadur Shastri
had to often intervene to
water down the tension
abounding between them.

The move to thrust Tandon
on him as the party president
naturally angered Nehru and
he wrote to Tandon, who had
been conferred with the title
‘Rajarshi’ by Mahatma
Gandhi and who had rejected
ministerial berth post-Inde-

pendence, to withdraw from
the contest. “…I have often
read your speeches with sur-
prise and distress and have felt
you were encouraging the
very forces in India, which, I
think, are harmful… I think
the major issue in this country
today, if it is to progress and to
remain united, is to satisfacto-
rily solve our own minority
problems. Instead of that, we
become more intolerant to-
wards our minorities and give
as our excuse that Pakistan be-
haves badly…Unfortunately,
you have become, to large
numbers of people in India,
some kind of a symbol of this
communal and revivalist out-
look.”

But Tandon refused to wilt,
backed by Sardar Patel and

Govind Ballabh Pant. His an-
noyance having changed to
anger, Nehru threatened to
quit the government and the
Congress Working Commit-
tee if Tandon got elected. Still
unable to coerce him into sub-
mission, he persuaded J B Kri-
palani, a staunch critic of
Sardar Patel, to contest the
election. However, foiling all
rhetoric and actions, Tandon
defeated Kripalani convinc-
ingly to become the president.
Refusing to accept his elec-
tion, Nehru now switched his
anger on Sardar Patel who was
then heading the crucial de-
partment of State. With inten-
sification of bellicosity, Nehru
drafted a letter to inform Sar-
dar Patel that he was being di-
vested of this ministry.
Nehru’s biographer S Gopal

writes, “The letter was not
sent, probably because Nehru
knew that Patel was now a
dying man…”

In August 1951, Nehru quit
the CWC followed by en
masse resignation of all the
CWC members, leaving Tan-
don in an untenable position
with his mentor Patel having
meanwhile died. Tandon
stepped down in September
1951 leading to Nehru taking
over as the Congress presi-
dent. And then the Congress
ceased to be the coalition of
ideologies that it always was
unlike the ideologically regi-
mented parties and got re-
duced to a fossilised party,
frozen in the bigoted groove
of Nehruvian secularism.   

WECD department
starts verification of ap-
plicants under NGY
PNS     DEHRADUN

The Women Empower-
ment and Child Devel-

opment (WECD)
department has initiated
the verification process for
the applicants who have
registered to access the
benefits under the Nanda
Gaura Yojana (NGY). Ac-
cording to a WECD offi-
cial, a significant number
of applicants from across
the State have registered to
avail of the benefits under
NGY for the year 2024.
The department has ex-
tended the deadline for ap-
plying under the scheme
from February 15 to Janu-
ary 31 due to unavoidable
reasons, he said.

He further added that
from February 1, the Dis-
trict Programme Officer
(DPO) of each district in
the State has begun the
verification of the appli-
cants’ details and their ac-
companying documents, as
part of the process to ac-

cess the benefits under
NGY. Once the verification
is complete, the DPO will
submit a report containing
the details of the applicants
to WECD. He emphasised
that after the submission of
the report, the funds for
the year will be transferred
to the accounts of the ben-
eficiaries.

It will be recalled that
the WECD director
Prashant Arya had earlier
stated that the guidelines
for the scheme have been
recently modified, restrict-
ing eligibility to only those
girls who have already en-
rolled in college to pursue
higher education. He in-
formed that in 2022-2023,
about 35,000 girls regis-
tered under the scheme.
Due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances, their pay-
ments were not processed.
These payments will also
be made this year.

Bahri to take oath as first woman chief
justice of Uttarakhand High Court today

Ritu Bahri will be adminis-
tered the oath of office as

the new chief justice of Ut-
tarakhand High Court at the
Raj Bhawan in Dehradun by
governor lieutenant general
(retd) Gurmit Singh on Sun-
day. She will be the first
woman chief justice of Ut-

tarakhand High Court. This
was stated in a statement is-
sued by the High Court regis-
trar general on Saturday. It is
pertinent to mention here
that Bahri was the officiating
chief justice in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court till now.
The Supreme Court collegium

recommended according her
the post of Uttarakhand High
Court chief justice after
which the order to this ef-
fect was issued.

It is also worth men-
tioning here that justice
Ritu Bahri was the first offi-

ciating chief justice of
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court. She had as-
sumed the post of the
acting chief justice of
that court on October
14, 2023.

Born during 1962 in
Jalandhar in Punjab, she
underwent schooling in
Chandigarh and se-
cured a law degree from
Punjab University in
1985. She started prac-
ticing as an advocate in

the High Court of Punjab
and Haryana in 1986 and
later also served in the of-
fice of the Haryana advo-
cate general. She was
appointed as a judge in the
High Court of Punjab and
Haryana on August 16.
2010. Her father Amrit Lal

Bahri also served as a judge in
the High Court of Punjab and

Haryana.
PNS     NAINITAL

Catch-all Congress riddled with inherent ‘communal’ fault lines

Romit Bagchi

I, Daljeet Singh S/o Sunil Kumar,
address Ramdham Colony, Rawali
Mahdood, Haridwar Uttarakhand
249402 affirm and declare that in my
class 10th marksheet Roll No
1199457 issued by Kendriya
Vidyalaya Neemuch (M.P) from
CBSE 2012, my mother’s name is
recorded as MONA whereas her cor-
rect name is MONA SINGH as men-
tioned in Aadhar and PAN card. It
should be updated in my class 10th
marksheet.

I, KUMARI KRISHNA SOLANKI
(existing name ) W/o Army
No.16018809Y HAV NARENDRA
KUMAR,VILL- NAUPURA, POST-
MAI, TEH.-SADABAD, DIST.-
HATHRAS, U.P- 281302,do hereby
declare that in my husband's army
record, my incorrect name KUMARI
KRISHNA SOLANKI has been men-
tioned whereas as per Aadhar
No.920337320004 my correct name
is KRISHANA DEVI.

I, MADHURI W/o Army
No.2806193P NK NIKUMBH VISH-
WASRAO BHAURAO,residing at
Flat No.11, Gananayak Residency,
Murali Nagar, Near Gamane Mala,
Nashik, Maharashtra-422010. I have
changed my name MADHURI to
MADHURI VISHWASRAO
NIKUMBH inclusion of middle and
last name as per my Aadhar
no.966108563148 vide affidavit
sworn before notary and advocate
R.P. Sharma dated 03.02.2024
UK.GOI

I, GOPAL SINGH JODHA (exist-
ing name) F/o Army No.-
16017950N  HAV SHAITAN SINGH
JODHA, Vill-Jalsoo Kalan, Post-Jal-
soo Kalan , Teh- Degana, Dist- Na-
gaur,Rajasthan -341514. In my son's
army record, my incorrect name
GOPAL SINGH JODHA has been
mentioned whereas as per Aadhar
No.621534546160  my correct name
is GOPAL SINGH.

In my Army records my Daugh-
ter’s name is mistakenly recorded as
TIRAPTI whereas her correct name
is TRIPTI as mentioned in all other
documents. ARMY No. 4355913Y Ex
NK ASHOK GURUNG R/O NAYA
GAON P.O. GARHI CANTT
DEHRADUN UTTARAKHAND
vide IN-UK024471479779718W Af-
fidavit 02.02.2024 before Dehradun.

In my husband’s Army records my
name is mistakenly recorded as
SUNDRI DEVI whereas my correct
name is MANORAMA TIWARI as
mentioned in all other documents.
MANORAMA TIWARI W/o ASHA
RAM TIWARI No. JC 125780W Ex
SUB R/O 8-B EKTA VIHAR
AJABPUR KHURD DEHRADUN
UTTARAKHAND vide IN-
UK02455965144481W Affidavit
02.02.2024 before Dehradun.

In my Husband’s service records
my name is mistakenly recorded as
SWASTIPRAVA MANDAL
whereas my correct name is
SWASTIPRAVA DANDPAT as
mentioned in other all documents
Army No. JC 773414F SUB
TARANI MANDAL R/O VILL
GHIAJODI P.O- JHAR-
POKHARIA DISTT. MAYURB-
HANJ ODISHA vide
IN-UK02499630195025W Affi-
davit 02.02.2024 before Dehradun.

In high school documents my
name is entered as SUDIP
KUMAR whereas my correct
name is SUDIP DHASMANA as
mentioned in Aadhaar card.
SUDIP KUMAR and SUDIP
DHASMANA both names are of
same person Sudip Dhasmana son
of Yogeshwar Prasad, Resident-1,
MDDA Colony, Tyagi Road,
Dehradun, Uttarakhand.

In my husband’s Army records
my name is mistakenly recorded as
RUKMANI DEVI whereas my
correct name is SOBHANA
THAPA as mentioned in all other
documents. SOBHANA THAPA
W/O THAMAN SINGH THAPA
No. 12817911X Ex R/O 186
ANARWALA DEHRADUN
CANTT UTTARAKHAND vide
IN-UK02437279711501W Affi-
davit 02.02.2024 before Dehradun.

In my Army records my name is
mistakenly recorded as NARAIN
PARSAD THAPA whereas my cor-
rect name is NARAIN PRASAD
THAPA which is mentioned in all
other documents. Army No
4556676W Ex NK NARAIN
PRASAD THAPA R/O SHER
GUJAR P.O. NANDA KI
CHOWKI DEHRADUN UT-
TARAKHAND vide IN-
UK022977099171394W Affidavit
02.02.2024 before Dehradun

CHANGE OF NAME OF
WIFE OF GREF PERS

I Manju Rawat legally wedded
spouse of GS No. 172790L office
SUPDT Man Mohan Singh Rawat
presently residing at H/No. 01,
Idgaha Road, PAC Gate – 3, Shiv
Dham Colony, Jwalapur, Harid-
war, Uttarakhand, Pin-249407
have changed my name from Smt
Manju Devi to Manju Rawat vide
affidavit dated 01 Feb 2024 before
Judicial First Class Magistrate
Court Haridwar, Uttarakhand.


